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Khalid Abu-Ismail is the SURF-AS Economic Policy Advisor. Formerly, he worked with 

Egypt’s Technical Secretariat of the Minister of Public Enterprise, Arthur Andersen 

(USAID contracted to support the Egyptian Government on privatization) and the 

Egyptian Cabinet’s Information and Decision Support Center. Khalid holds an M. Phil. 

in Development Planning and the Environment from the University of Dundee 

(Scotland), an M. Phil. in Economics and is a candidate for P.h.D at the New School for 

Social Research in New York. His area of concentration is Development Economics. 

Khalid responds to requests from country offices for policy advice in areas relevant to 

macroeconomic policies, poverty and employment. He is currently working mainly on 

three countries in the region: Syria, Sudan and Yemen 
 

 
 

William Baah-Boateng 

 
William Baah-Boateng is a Lecturer in Economics at the University of Ghana where he 

started his lecturing career in April 2000. He obtained his Bachelor of Arts and Master of 

Philosophy degrees in Economics from the University of Ghana and currently pursuing a 

special graduate (PhD) program in Economics at Harvard University.  

My research interest is in the area of poverty, wages and employment, informal 

sector and small scale enterprises. I have some few personal and joint publications on 

trade unions, small manufacturing firms as well as poverty, informality and employment, 

as well as one monograph and four book chapters to my credit. I have also written one 

article on employment in the Business Journal of the Junior Common Room (JCR) of 

University of Ghana Business School. I have made some presentations at different 

Workshops and Seminars in Ghana and Nairobi. I have also moderated and participated 

in Labor Market Policies Core Courses in Ghana and Washington D.C. 

I am a member of the Economic Governance & Management technical team of 

the Centre for Policy Analysis (CEPA) for the African Peer Review Mechanism under 

NEPAD. I am also a member of the Monitoring and Evaluation Team of IICD (Ghana).  

 

 
 

Alfredo Saad Filho 

 

Alfredo Saad-Filho is senior lecturer in political economy of development at the 

department of development studies, School of Oriental and African Studies, and associate 

fellow of the Institute for American Studies, University of London, UK. He has published 

extensively on the political economy of development and development macroeconomics. 

His most recent book is Neoliberalism: A Critical Reader (ed., with D. Johnston, 

London: Pluto 2005). 

 

 
 



 

Iyanatul Islam 

 

Iyanatul Islam is Professor, Department of International Business and Asian Studies, 

Griffith University, Australia. He has produced over twenty policy assessments pertaining 

to poverty, labour markets and human resource development for various international 

agencies [ILO, UNDP, Asian Development Bank). He has written regularly in 

international refereed journals (e.g. Cambridge Journal of Economics, Bulletin of 

Indonesian Economic Studies, Canadian Journal of Development Studies, World 

Development) and has co-authored several books on East Asian political economy 

(published through Routledge, Edward Elgar, Oxford University Press). Professor Islam 

is one of the founding editors of the Journal of Asia-Pacific Economy (published by 

Routledge, London and New York) and a member of the editorial board of the University 

of Michigan-based Journal of Asian Business.  

 

 
 

Rizwanul Islam 

 

Rizwanul Islam is Director, Recovery and Reconstruction Department in the 

Employment Sector of the International Labour Office, Geneva. His previous positions 

include Director, ILO’s Asian Regional Team for Employment Promotion, and Director, 

ILO South Asia Multidisciplinary Advisory Team. Mr. Islam did his Ph.D. in Economics 

at the London School of Economics and Political Science. His research interests are in 

the field of employment and poverty in general; and he has published journal articles and 

books in this field. His recent publications include a volume (edited jointly with Gordon 

Betcherman of the World Bank) titled East Asian Labour Markets and the Economic 

Crisis: Impacts, Responses and Lessons. Mr. Islam’s current research is on the nexus of 

economic growth, employment and poverty; his edited volume on the topic is awaiting 

publication. 

 
 

Selim Jahan 

 

Dr. Selim Jahan has been serving since 2001 as the Senior Adviser, Employment for 

Poverty Reduction in the Bureau for Development Policy (BDP), United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP) in New York. In his present capacity, Dr. Jahan is 

engaged, on the one hand, in research on such issues as pro-poor economic and social 

policies in areas of health, education, social protection, gender equality, employment-led 

growth, labour market concerns and social inclusion, and on the other, in country-level 

policy advice and in inter-agency collaboration on these issues. He is also deeply 

involved in Millennium Development Goals (MDG) Country Reports and the 

management of Poverty Thematic Trust Fund (TTF).   

Prior to his present position, Dr. Jahan served as the Deputy Director of the 

Human Development Report Office (HDRO) for five years (1996-2001). He was also a 

Policy Advisor in HDRO during the period (1992-1996). During his stay at the HDRO, 



he was a member of the Core Team that authored nine global Human Development 

Reports (1993-2001). He was also involved in the Core Team of a number of National 

Human Development Reports (NHDRs), including one of the first NHDRs produced in 

his own country Bangladesh in 1991.  

  Before joining UNDP in 1992, Dr. Jahan held different positions in universities, 

national governments and other international organizations. He was a Lecturer of 

Economics (1974-77) and Professor of Economics and Director of the Economic 

Research Unit, University of Dhaka, Bangladesh (1984-89). He was a Lecturer, 

Department of Economics, McGill University, Montreal, Canada (1983-84), a Visiting 

Fellow, Cambridge University, U.K. (1987-88), and a Visiting Scholar, School Of Public 

Policy, University of Maryland, U.S.A (1992). Dr. Jahan served as an Economic Adviser, 

USAID, Dhaka, Bangladesh (1988), and as the Economic Adviser, Planning 

Commission, Government of Bangladesh, (1989-90). He has also worked as Adviser and 

Consultant to various international organizations including ILO, UNDP, UNESCO, and 

the World Bank during the 1980s and the early 1990s.  

Dr. Jahan served as a Member of the Financial Sector Reform Commission, 

Government of Bangladesh (1988), Jamuna Bridge Advisory Panel (1989) and the 

President’s Task Force on Macroeconomic Framework of Bangladesh (1991). He was the 

Secretary General of the Bangladesh Economic Association (1990-91) and Vice-

President of the Commonwealth Association for Local Action (1992- 96).  

Dr. Jahan holds a Ph.D in Economics from McGill University, Montreal, Canada, 

where he was Commonwealth Scholar (1977-82). He had his undergraduate and graduate 

studies in Economics at University of Dhaka, Bangladesh. 

Dr. Selim Jahan is the author of six books and more than 150 articles in various 

national and international academic journals. He contributes regularly to various 

newspapers and periodicals. He is married and has two daughters. 
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Azizur Rahman Khan is Professor of Economics at University of California, Riverside. 

Previous positions held by him include:  Research Director, Pakistan Institute of 

Development Economics and Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies; Lecturer in 

Economics, London School of Economics; Staff Member of ILO’s World Employment 

Programme; and Senior Economist at The World Bank. His current research interests 

include: analysis of employment, income distribution and poverty in developing 

countries; transitional problems of inequality, poverty and unemployment in the former 

centrally-planned countries; comparative analysis of different agrarian systems; and the 

consequences of globalization on growth and distribution in developing countries. His 

most recent book (jointly with Carl Riskin) is Inequality and Poverty in China in the Age 

of Globalization (Oxford University Press, 2001). 

 

 
 



Terry McKinley 

 

Development Economist, Ph.D. University of California. Specializations: Human 

Development, Growth, Inequality, Employment and Poverty Reduction. Employment 

(1994-present): Policy Advisor on Poverty Reduction, Bureau for Development Policy, 

United Nations Development Programme, New York. UNDP experience: writer for the 

global Human Development Report and several National Human Development Reports, 

principal author of UNDP’s global Poverty Report, Overcoming Human Poverty, 

organizer of, and contributor to, many studies on economic policies and poverty 

reduction. Books: Implementing a Human Development Strategy (with Keith Griffin), 

The Distribution of Wealth in Rural China and Macroeconomic Policy, Growth and 

Poverty Reduction. Current research and policy interests: promoting consistency between 

economic policies and poverty reduction strategies; the implications for economic 

policies of linking poverty reduction strategies to MDGs. 

 

 
 

M. Muqtada 

 

M. Muqtada is a senior economist in the Employment Strategy Department of the 

International Labour Organization in Geneva. He holds a PhD in Economics from the 

University of Cambridge, UK. Prior to joining the ILO, he taught at the Department of 

Economics, University of Dhaka.  He has carried out extensive research on issues in 

employment and development. He has published several articles and books on labour 

markets, employment, poverty and structural adjustment. His books include The elusive 

target: An evaluation of target group approaches to employment generation (editor), 

ILO/ARTEP, New Delhi; Employment expansion and macroeconomic stability under 

increasing globalization (co-edited with Azizur Rahman Khan), MacMillan Press Ltd., 

UK and St. Martin’s Press, USA; and ·Bangladesh: Economic and Social Challenges of 

Globalization (co-edited with Andrea Singh and M. Ali Rashid, University Press Ltd., 

Dhaka, 2002. 

 
 

 

Siddiq Osmani 

 

Siddiq Osmani is Professor of Development Economics at the University of Ulster, 

United Kingdom. He obtained Ph.D in economics from the London School of Economics 

and then worked at the Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies, Dhaka and at the 

World Institute for Development Economics Research, Helsinki before joining the 

University of Ulster. He has published widely on issues related to poverty, inequality, 

hunger, famine, nutrition, rights-based approach to development, and development 

problems in general, and his books include Economic Inequality and Group Welfare and 

Nutrition and Poverty.  

 

 



 

Robert Pollin 

 

Robert Pollin is Professor of Economics and founding Co-Director of the Political 

Economy Research Institute at U Mass Amherst.  He received a Ph.D. in economics from 

the New School for Social Research in New York City in 1982.  His main areas of 

research are macroeconomics, conditions for low-wage workers in the U.S. and globally, 

and the analysis of financial markets.  Recent books by him include Contours of Descent:  

U.S. Economic Fractures and the Landscape of Global Austerity (Verso 2003); The 

Living Wage: Building a Fair Economy (The New Press, 1998), and the edited volumes 

Globalization and Progressive Economic Policy (with Dean Baker and Gerald Epstein, 

Cambridge, 1998); The Macroeconomics of Saving, Finance, and Investment (University 

of Michigan Press, 1997); and Transforming the U.S. Financial System (with Gary 

Dymski and Gerald Epstein, M.E. Sharpe 1993).  In the area of labor market policies, 

Professor Pollin has written extensively on the viability of so-called "living wage" 

policies, including as policy makers have proposed them in Los Angeles; Santa Monica, 

California; New Orleans, Louisiana; and Santa Fe, New Mexico.  He is currently 

completing a manuscript on the economics of global sweatshops with Professor James 

Heintz of PERI.  In separate areas of policy work, he is currently directing a project on 

employment-targeted macroeconomic policies for South Africa, under the auspices of the 

United Nations Development Program (UNDP).  He has worked previously with the 

UNDP in Bolivia, and has worked with the Joint Economic Committee of the U.S. 

Congress and as a member of the Capital Formation Sub council of the U.S. 

Competitiveness Policy Council.   
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KRISHNAMURTHY  SUNDARAM 

 

Date of Birth 17th January, 1943 
 
Marital Status 

 
Married 

 
Education 

 
Ph.D. in Economics, Delhi, 1968 

 
 
 

Employment 
 
 

 
October 1992 - 

 
Professor of Economics,  
Delhi School of Economics, University of 
Delhi 

 
1990 - 1992 

 
Adviser, Population and Human Resources 
Planning,  
ILO - LAPTAP, Bangkok 

 

Consultancies 
 



UN ESCAP; UNRISD, FAO, ILO, IFAD and ADB 
 
Other Experience: 

 
Member, Task Force on Employment Opportunities, Planning Commission, 
Government of India, 1999-2001. 
 
Member, Working Group on Workforce Estimation for Compilation of National 
Accounts Statistics with Base Year 1991-2000, Central Statistical Organisation, 
Government of India, December 2002 – March 2004. 
 
Joint Project Co-ordinator, The CDE-DSE Macroeconometric Model for India 
Project, Sept. 2001-continuing. 

              
Research 
 

Have published over 50 research papers in a wide range of areas with a major 
focus on issues of labour, employment and poverty in India, besides 8 Reports 
for International Organisations. 
Two recent papers: 

 
1. “The Poor in the Indian Labour Force: Scenario in the 1990s” (with Suresh D. 

Tendulkar), Economic and Political Weekly, Nov. 27-Dec. 3, 2004. 
 
2. “Growth of Work Opportunities in India: 1983 – 1999-2000” Working Paper No 
131, Centre for Development Economics, Delhi School of Economics, October 2004. 

 
 

 

 
 

 


