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U niversity qualifications and teaching  Peter Tow nsend is Centennial Professor of International Social 
Policy (and w as in 2002 Acting D irector of the Centre for the Study of H um an Rights) at the London 
School of Econom ics. H e is also Em eritus Professor of Social Policy in the U niversity of Bristol. H is BA  at 
Cam bridge w as in M oral Sciences (Philosophy, Ethics, Logic and Social Psychology) and he w as a 
postgraduate student in Social Anthropology and then Sociology at the Free U niversity of Berlin. H e has 
H onorary D octorates from  the U niversity of Essex, 1991, the U niversity of Teesside, 1994, the O pen 
U niversity, 1995, the U niversity of Edinburgh, 1996, the U niversity of Lincolnshire and H um berside, 
1997, the U niversity of York 2000, and the U niversity of Stirling 2002. In 1999 he w as elected a founder 
Academ ician of the new  Academ y of Learned Societies for the Social Sciences (AcSS). In 2004 he w as 
elected Senior Fellow  of the British Academ y. 
 
After early years as Research Secretary and Research O fficer of Political and Econom ic Planning and the 
Institute of Com m unity Studies, 1952-57, he w as Research Fellow  and lecturer at the London School of 
Econom ics, 1957-1963, and then appointed Professor of Sociology at the U niversity of Essex upon its 
foundation in 1963. H e held this post for 18 years (during w hich he also w orked for the first seven years 
on his national survey of poverty at LSE). In 1982 he m oved to the U niversity of Bristol to becom e H ead 
of the D epartm ent of Social Policy and Social Planning for 11 years. In 1991-92 he w as M ichael 
H arrington D istinguished Visiting Professor of Social Science, Q ueens College, City U niversity of N ew  
York. From  1993 he continued to teach an M Sc program m e at Bristol. In 1998 he re-joined LSE, teaching 
on several of the graduate courses in developm ent and hum an rights, and in 2002 w as Acting D irector 
of the Centre for the Study of H um an Rights.   
 
Principal Publications since 1990  Since 1990 his publications include seven books based on new  
research: The International Analysis of Poverty (1993),  A Poor Future (1996), Poverty and Social Exclusion in 
Britain (w ith other authors, 2000), Breadline Europe: The M easurem ent of Poverty (co-editor), 2001), 
Targeting Poor Health (2001); W orld Poverty: N ew  Policies to D efeat an O ld Enem y (co-editor), 2002. Child 
Poverty in the D eveloping W orld (w ith other authors, 2003). Prim ary interests: poverty, hum an rights, 
inequalities in health, pensions. 
 
International A gencies: D uring 1960-1990 he served in various capacities for the U N ESCO , W H O  and 
ILO . H e w as consultant to the U N  1993-95 during the preparations for, and at, the W orld Sum m it for 
Social D evelopm ent at Copenhagen in M arch 1995; and w as a m em ber of a U N D P M anagem ent 
D evelopm ent Program m e m ission to the Republic of G eorgia in 1994. Consultant/expert to the EU  
(1998); U N RISD  (1999); the Royal D anish M inistry for Foreign Affairs (the Copenhagen Sem inars 1997-
2001); U N  D ivision for Social Policy (2001). H e is currently a m em ber of a U N ICEF research team  [2000-]. 
In the 1990s and early 2000s he undertook cross-national research and adm inistrative assignm ents for 
the European U nion, the International Labour O ffice, the U nited States Institutes of H ealth, and the 
Public H ealth D epartm ent of H arvard U niversity.  

 
Principal Current N on-A cadem ic A ctivities:  Child Poverty Action G roup:  Am ong founding m em bers 
1965, Chairm an 1969-1989, Life President 1989-. 

D isability Alliance: Founder (w ith Alan W alker) 1973-74; Chair 1974-99, President 1999- .   

N ational Assem bly for W ales: Chair of the N ational Advisory G roup 2000-2, and then Chair of the 
Standing Com m ittee 2002-, on the Allocation of N H S Resources  

Fabian Society:  M em ber 1947-;  Elected M em ber of Executive Com m ittee 1958-89;  Chairm an 1965-66;  
Chairm an of H om e Policy, Social Policy and Research Com m ittees for 15 years;  Vice President 1989- . 
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