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1 I must acknowledge a grant from the British Academy during 2004-5 for work especially directed 
towards children, and to Sue Brattle for her assistance. I must also acknowledge the continuing support 
of David Gordon and his research team at the University of Bristol and of  UNICEF and DFID. 
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2 Clarke S., Rich A. and Heninger L. (1999), Building a Common Future: United 
Nations Work on Financing for Development, Quaker United Nations Office,1999. 
3 IDA/R2003-0042/2, Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) Initiative Statistical Update, April 11, 
2003. HIPC Relief under the enhanced HIPC framework has been agreed for twenty-six countries: 
Benin, Bolivia, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Chad, Ethiopia, Ghana, The Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, 
Guyana, Honduras, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mozambique, Nicaragua, Niger, Rwanda, 
São Tomé and Príncipe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Tanzania, Uganda, and Zambia, yielding more than 
$41 billion in debt service relief over time.  
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4 Purchasing Power Parity is a method, similar to a cost-of living index, that has been used to adjust 
incomes in different countries to a standard purchasing power. It does not address the costs of new 
goods and services, such goods and services that are free in some placed but not in others and the 
changes in the proportion of total income taken up by different groups of need. 
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5 Ten years after its publication the report has proved to be prescient. Key recommendations for action 
are even more relevant to today's conditions. Thus, Chapter 2 on the eradication of poverty remains 
remarkably up-to-date in its call for "comprehensive provision for the basic needs of all," "investing in 
infrastructure," "supporting societies disrupted by conflict in their efforts to rebuild their social 
protection systems and eradicate poverty," and for much stronger efforts to improve the situation and 
protect the human rights of children in especially difficult circumstances" (UN, 1995, pp.57-78. In the 
later chapter on Social Integration, action to ensure equality and social justice by universal coverage of 
basic services, correct the "negative effects" of structural adjustment programmes, promote non-
discrimination and as well as otherwise enhance human rights and "reduce inequality and economic 
disparity" are prominent (see pp. 95-110). 
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6 Much of the Joint Committee’s work has sought to provide scrutiny of new Government bills and 
anticipate the implications of conformity and non-conformity with the Uk’s obligations under the six 
binding UN Conventions , all of which the UK has signed and ratified (see JCHR, 2004).   
7 In the first four years of the existence of the Joint Committee 87 reports were published, not including 
subsidiary reports and collections of written evidence (see JCHR, 2005). 
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8 “The decision to reorganise the institutional arrangements for the promotion of equality has made it 
an urgent necessity to consider the institutional arrangements for the promotion and protection of 
human rights more generally. The Government’s decision in principle to establish a new equality 
commission, which will have to consider human rights issues in the context of its own work, makes it 
necessary for the Government now to resolve the question of a human rights commission…..There is 
still a long way to go in establishing the culture of respect for human rights , and the momentum from 
the Human Rights Act is ebbing. If it is not revived, the loss will detract from or adversely affect the 
conduct and performance of public services , and consequently the well-being of those who use 
them…We believe an independent commission would be the most effective way of achieving the 
shared aim of bringing about a culture of respect for human rights.” (JCHR) Joint Committee on 
Human Rights (2003), The Case for a Human Rights Commission, Sixth Report of Session 2002-3, vol 
I, HC 489-I, London, TSO. 
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10 Support for that change has come from unexpected sources. The former chief 
economist at the World Bank, Joseph Stiglitz, has written revealingly about corporate 
greed.Stiglitz J. (2002a), “Corporate Corruption,” The Guardian, July 4. And see also, 
Stiglitz J. (2002b), Globalisation and its Discontents, London, Allen Lane. Again, in 
the wake of the $4b WorldCom scandal in June 2002 Digby Jones, Director-General 
of the Confederation of British Industry called for new forms of business leadership 
and for stronger statements about corporate responsibilities in accountancy and 
administration. Jones D. (2002), Business and media Supplement, Observer, 30 June. 
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